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Visions of Tomorrow NC
Life always offer you a second chance, its called tomorrow

We focus on assisting inmates transitioning back into the community by 

providing specialized job training upon release, as well as help with resume 

writing, housing, family support and activities for the children.

Supporting our cause is as important as ever as we help our state’s incarcerated 

build lives anew outside of prison with their loved ones by their sides.



from the director’s desk

THERE IS ALWAYS, ALWAYS 

SOMETHING TO BE THANKFUL FOR

Gree�ngs,

•

•

•

Brenda Miles

Teacher: "Kids, what does the 
chicken give you?"
Student: "Meat!"

Teacher: "Very good! Now what does 
the pig give you?" 

Student: "Bacon!"

Teacher: "Great! And what does the 
fat cow give you?" 
Student: "Homework!"
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Everyday I am 
so Thankful 

for Being Here

Merry Christmas



SUPERIOR COURT ORDERS NORTH CAROLINA TO TAKE ACTION

TO STOP THE SPREAD OF COVID-19 IN STATE PRISONS

CONTACT
Foresight Magazine     will        be issued bi-annually. There is no cost to 
offenders. All copies can be downloaded from our website. You can reach 
us at Visions of Tomorrow NC for more information, sponsorship or 
inquiries, or to even join our community.

We look forward to hearing from you; and since service to humanity is 
service to God, why not contact us today and let us make humanity a better 
place.

Phone
984-227-2167

Email
info@visionsoftomorrownc.org

Mailing address
PO Box 72822
Durham, NC 27722
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North Carolina Superior Court judge announced a 
ruling in favor of plain�ffs today, finding that 
plain�ffs were likely to win their claim that people 
incarcerated in North Carolina prisons during the 
COVID-19 pandemic are being held under 
uncons�tu�onal condi�ons of confinement. The 
judge ordered the par�es to return to the Court 
later this month with a plan for ensuring that people 
across its state prisons will be kept safe.

The ruling is in response to a lawsuit from the ACLU 
of North Carolina, Disability Rights North Carolina, 
Emancipate NC, Forward Jus�ce, and the Na�onal 
Juvenile Jus�ce Network asser�ng that the state’s 
failure to protect people in state custody from mass 
outbreaks of COVID-19 amounted to cruel and 
unusual punishment under the Cons�tu�on.

“This ruling affirms that state officials have a 
cons�tu�onal obliga�on to protect the health and 
safety of the people in their custody and combat the 
spread of this deadly disease,” said Leah Kang, Staff 
A�orney at the ACLU of North Carolina. “The deadly 
outbreaks in our state prisons have already claimed 
six lives and con�nue to threaten all North 
Carolinians, especially communi�es of color which 
have been dispropor�onately impacted by this 
pandemic. We’re hopeful this ruling will help 
prevent further loss of life by forcing state officials 
to implement safety measures and release people 
from these dangerous condi�ons.”

The lawsuit was filed on behalf of the NC NAACP, Disability Rights North 
Carolina, the ACLU of North Carolina, three people who are currently 
incarcerated, and a spouse of an incarcerated person a�er the North 
Carolina Supreme Court declined to take up the case.

“The NC NAACP is gra�fied that the court took a cri�cal step toward bringing 
about more safety and jus�ce today,” said Rev. Dr. T. Anthony Spearman, 
President of the NC NAACP. “We will not stop our fight to ensure that the 
state of North Carolina upholds its cons�tu�onal obliga�ons to those most 
vulnerable during this unprecedented pandemic.”

“No one should be condemned to die because state officials failed to uphold 
their basic obliga�on to protect the health and safety of the people in their 
care,” said Susan Polli�, supervising a�orney at Disability Rights North 
Carolina. “By demanding that state officials take the steps necessary to 
combat the spread of this disease, this ruling is a victory for our clients and 
for public health.”

“The court acknowledged and affirmed the basic human dignity of 
incarcerated people and their right to be protected from this dangerous 
pandemic,” said Dawn Blagrove, Execu�ve Director of Emancipate NC. “This 
ruling will force the state to take long-overdue steps to stop the mass 
outbreaks spreading through our prisons, which already caused 
unconscionable suffering and death.”

"We are overjoyed that the court has recognized the severity and urgency of 
the situa�on in NC prisons and has taken decisive ac�on to save lives," said 
Whitley Carpenter, Staff A�orney with Forward Jus�ce. "State officials have 
a duty to protect all North Carolinians, and we are relieved that such an 
important responsibility will now be carried out in a way that is just and 
humane."

“We are deeply encouraged that this ruling compels Governor Cooper to 
take cri�cal steps to ensure youth safety while in confinement,” said K. Ricky 
Watson, Execu�ve Director of the Na�onal Juvenile Jus�ce Network. “We 
are hopeful that this ruling will alleviate some of the addi�onal trauma and 
stress these youth have been facing due to the COVID-19 pandemic.”

As of today, five incarcerated people in state prisons and one prison staff 
person have died of COVID-19. Since the groups filed their ini�al lawsuit with 
the NC Supreme Court, state officials have announced the release of 
approximately 750 people, approximately two percent of the 34,000 people 
who were in their custody in mid-April.

A copy of the wri�en order can be found here: 
h�ps://www.acluofnorthcarolina.org/sites/default/files/20_cvs_500110_or...



CORONAVIRUS
NCDPS and the COVID-19 Epidemic: What's Really Going On?

4 • FORESIGHT MAGAZINE



FYI:

•
•
•

 1

and 

•

•

•

Will offenders be placed on electronic 

What happens when an offender 
completes their 

       NCDPS.GOV

Laugh A Lot
A black Jewish boy runs home from school one day and asks his father, “Daddy, am I 
more Jewish or more black?” The dad replies, “Why do you want to know, son?” 
“Because a kid at school is selling a bike for $50 and I want to know if I should talk him 
down to $40 or just steal it!”
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An Indian cab driver picked up a 
Japanese man from a hotel. 
Along the way, they saw a 
Honda motorcycle overtake the 
taxicab and the Japanese guy 
said, "Motorcycle very fast, 
made in Japan." Then a Toyota 
car overtook the taxicab and the 
Japanese guy said, "Car very 
fast, made in Japan." When they 
reached the des�na�on the fare 
was 1500 rupees. The Japanese 
man thought the ride was would 
only cost 500 rupees. He asked 
the driver why the ride was so 
expensive. The driver said, 
"Meter very fast, made in India."
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Brainteaser Challenge

Things You Need To Know

HOPE
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Visions Prison Alliance

Ever Asked Yourself, Where Is God When We
Need Him?
It is so easy to shake our fist at God when something extraordinarily 
painful happens to us. The most natural ques�on to ask is, where is God in 
all of this? 

Maybe you have asked, why is this happening to me?  Why am I locked up 
when I did not do anything? Why did I get so much �me for my crime?  
Why won’t my family be here for me? Where is God in all of this? He 
promised an abundant life to his children. Does he care when we are 
going through bad stuff? 

Yes, God cares. 
He cares so much that it cost Him the life of His only Son. You see when 
we think that God neither cares about us nor iden�fies with our suffering, 
we forget that the Son of God suffered beyond what any of us can even 
imagine.

 From the beginning of His ministry on earth, Jesus knew what He had to 
do: bear the cumula�ve sin of the en�re human race. This was the 
incredible burden Jesus carried. It was His mission, and He knew it. 
Ma�hew explains  “From that �me on Jesus began to explain to his 
disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the 
hands of the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that 
he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.” (Ma�hew 16:21)

He asked the Father to release Him from the terrible task at hand when 
praying in the Garden of Gethsemane. Ma�hew describes this moment 
as, “And he went a li�le farther, and fell on his face, and prayed, saying, O 
my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless not as 
I will, but as thou wilt. (Ma�hew 26:39). 

We know that God’s will was for Jesus to suffer and die so that we would 
have the opportunity to live. We may not understand it, but suffering; 
most significantly the suffering of Christ, is God’s way of fixing what went 
wrong when sin entered and nearly destroyed the world which he created 
in his likeness. When we ask, “Where is God when we suffer?” we need 
only look to the life of Christ, who suffered for us so that ul�mately, in the 
life that follows this temporal existence, we won’t have to suffer. 

Meanwhile, we live imperfectly in an imperfect world. We see through a 
glass darkly, knowing that someday our tears and pain will be removed 
forever. When we do suffer; if we are not suffering for something that 
comes from our own poor choices, we can take comfort in knowing that 
we are “partners with Christ” in His suffering. In the bible this is described 
in 1 Peter 4:13, “But rejoice inasmuch as you par�cipate in the sufferings 
of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed.”  

As People who walk this earth with a heavenly perspec�ve, suffering is 
both our curse and our calling. We may not like it or understand why, but 
we know there is someone who has gone before us and promises never to 
leave us. 

Thanking God in our suffering means that we can thank him for ge�ng us 
through the rough �mes. When things get so bad that we do not think we 
can bear it any longer there is someone we can count on to help ease our 
burden. His name is Jesus, the one who suffered for us more than we will 
ever know.

I cannot begin to tell you how I hurt when I lost my son to the jus�ce 
system. I cried so much there were no more tears to shed. Although, he 
was the cause of his mistake, I felt the pain. I blamed myself every day. I 
o�en asked myself where I went wrong; I felt it was my fault for his 
wrongdoing. Since he was incarcerated with a 16-year sentence for his 
first run in with the law, I've always felt that I was the one doing the �me; 
trying to visit him every �me they would allow me (no ma�er how far it 
was) sending money, paying for telephone services and sending packages 
quarterly so he wouldn’t have to wash someone’s underwear for a 
honeybun. Then there was the child support and dealing with such a cruel 
prison system where no friend or family member of an offender is treated 
with respect. If it were not for the grace of God and my one true friend, I 
am not sure I could have made it through.

During this �me, I realized who my friends really were, who I could count 
on as well as those that were not found in my �me of need. I do not hold 
any animosity towards those that I thought were my friends who did not 
come through when they were most needed.  Not just my friends, my 
family too. None of my family members; and there are many, visited him 
during his �me of incarcera�on. Now that it is �me for him to come home, 
I must remind him of those he called his friends who were invisible in our 
�me of need.  

I cannot blame any of them for his mistakes, but I wonder what does it 
take to visit someone a few miles away? I made it through this by the 
grace of God and no ma�er what happens to me going forward, it cannot 
be any worse than this. 

It is my prayer that he is rehabilitated and can put this behind him and 
move forward with his child. I have lost too much �me from our lives. God 
has carried me for this en�re journey, he gave me my health and strength 
to provide for my son, his daughter and con�nue to maintain my standard 
of living. I feel bad for anyone having to go through this burden, I hope 
never to do it again. 

Those le� without support may ques�on, where is God in all of this? He is 
there for you when you reach out and follow his word.   God has made us 
to endure and overcome suffering, and Jesus promised to help carry our 
heavy load. That is why we can be thankful in suffering. God will never, 
ever abandon you! 

My faith con�nues to be tested, but I maintain my strength and trust in 
God. On November 14, 2020, I received a call that my son who is in 
Orange Correc�onal tested posi�ve for COVID-19. Now on short �me with 
only a few months le� of his sentence our faith in God con�nues to be 
challenged, it will not wane. Before being whisked away to lockup for 14 
days quaran�ne he was able to contact his sister and inform her of the 
latest tribula�on which he and by extension us will have to overcome. 

In the face of this adversity, I want to urge all of you as best you can to 
take the necessary precau�ons against this deadly virus. I know it can not 
possibly be easy, my son is a germaphobe who was constantly washing his 
hands, placing a layer of paper towel in his mask provided by the prison, 
and covering his head while sleeping. Even with everything he did to try to 
avoid contrac�ng the virus, he did get infected. Now I have more to worry 
about as we pray for his speedy recovery in prepara�on for his release. In 
all of this I do not wonder where God is, I have faith that he is there. 

John 3:16 ““For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that 
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.”

Brenda Miles



about visions of tomorrow nc

Laugh A LOT

On Thanksgiving day, a little boy 
overhears his mom and dad 
fighting. He hears his mom call his 
dad a bastard and hears his dad 
call his mom a witch.
He asks, "Mommy, what does 
bastard mean?" She answers,
"Um, it means boy." Then he 
asks, "Daddy, what does witch 
mean?" He says, "Uh, it means 
girl." Later that day, the boy sees 
his father in the bathroom 
shaving; the dad accidentally cuts 
himself and says, "crap." The son 
asks, "What does that mean?" 
The dad says, "It means shaving 
cream." Then he sees his mom in 
the kitchen carving the turkey; 
she accidentally cuts herself and 
says, "Flip." The son asks her 
what that word means and she 
says, "It means carving." That 
evening, the family's guests arrive 
for Thanksgiving dinner. The son 
opens the door to welcome them 
and says,
"Welcome witches and bastards!
My dad is in the bathroom 
rubbing crap on his face and my 
mom is in the kitchen flipping the 
turkey."

If we don’t stand up for children, then we don’t stand for much.” Marian Wright 
Edelman, Founder of the Children’s Defense Fund

The children of those incarcerated suffer the most. Their young lives are 
affected by many new challenges including imbalances in their home life. At 
Visions of Tomorrow NC, we support those children by helping them navigate 
the resul�ng economic hardships, emo�onal stress, or health issues.

There is no doubt about the adverse effects the incarcera�on of a parent 

educa�onal prospects, and social behavior. Such children are known to 
abuse substances and experience poor academic performances, 

our partners, Visions of Tomorrow NC addresses the needs of these 
children and offer them the necessary support. Children are now able to 
spend a day with their incarcerated parents, or at least get a phone call 

Programs that Visions of Tomorrow NC needs to
help expanding include:

A program to distribute gi�s for special occasions such as Christmas 
and Birthdays such as our Annual Coat and School Supply Drive.

High on our wish list for the Children of those incarcerated is to 
provide them with a week of summer camp. The Board of Trustees 
in conjunc�on with Faith Based Ministries, Volunteers and our Members 
are diligently working on the logis�cs, prac�cali�es, necessi�es, and 
monetary costs associated with running a summer camp program. 

Don't be discourage your �me is coming. What You are 
going through is  not permanent. Life is a constant ebb and 
flow. Some�mes things move at a snail’s-pace and then 
Suddenly without warning, change happens in a blink of an 
eye. So be ready for new possibili�es and new beginnings. 
Truly amazing things can happen in a single moment.

Bahamas



First Step Act and Second Chance Act Bills unanimously sent by NC Lawmakers to Governor Cooper.

T

Wipeouts of Criminal Records

First Step Act and Drug Crimes
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https://abc11.com/stimulus-checks-for-inmates

Disproportionate Punishments for Black People

Prison inmates entitled to federal stimulus
checks but deadline looms.

Plenty has happened since those $1,200 stimulus checks 
started going out in March -- but for people serving time in 
federal and state prisons, much of the information has been 
conflicting and the rest has been confusing. Now, local 
advocates are working to beat the clock so prisoners get the 
money a federal judge ruled they are owed.

"Within a week and one day, 350 people have called -- family 
members and people in prison," said Kerwin Pittman about the 
flood of state prison calling the hotline set up by Emancipate 
NC to spread the word that inmates do qualify for the 
coronavirus relief aid. Pittman partnering with Emancipate to 
connect with eligible prisoners.

"At the beginning, the IRS was trying to exclude people who 
were incarcerated.

LAUGH A LOT
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Reduce NC Structured Sentencing Mandatory
Minimums from 100% to 65% retroac�ve for all.
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For more Information contact us at:
Visions of Tomorrow NC
PO Box 72822
Durham, NC 27722
(984) 227-2167
www.visionsoftomorrownc.org

 

Visions of Tomorrow is a registered nonprofit organization, so all donations for magazine ads are tax-deductible
and sincerely appreciated by the individuals and families whose lives we help transform.

Visit our website at visionsoftomorrownc.org for more information.

MEMBERSHIP OPTIONS
The diverse operations of Visions of Tomorrow 
NC depend largely on its members, who 
continue to contribute in various ways to help 
the organization meet its objectives. You can:

(a) donate your quota to this honorable cause, or

(b) volunteer to serve in any of our membership
capacities to help the children of offenders, or

(c) help previously incarcerated individuals in
ways that the government has failed to do so.

It doesn’t matter in which area you join; our 
widespread operations require the input of

a large team to ensure that all previously 
incarcerated people under our program are 
catered for. By supporting the children with 
school supplies, clothing, and Christmas gifts; 
or aiding offenders transitioning back into 
the community with housing support, job 
placement or continuous education, you are 
contributing to the goals of the organization. 
We welcome the family and friends of those 
incarcerated to contact us for information, 
support or to volunteer.

Life always offers you a second chance, it's called tomorrow
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